DOMESTIC MISSIONS 


Or THE 


Arotestant Episcopal Church. 


FEBRUARY, 1860. 


Gan we Raise GIGI, CIO ? 


“ We are of the opinion, that at leasi the sim of $100,000 should be raised 
en the ensuing year, for the Domestic Missions of the Church, and it can be 
done, and more, if the Church will but do its duty. We are perstaded 
that 1,000 persons, or parishes, can be found to contribute $100 toward this 
fund” 


COMMITTEE ON THE Report oF THE Domestic ComMItTEE. 


Lond Calls for Larger Aid. 


THESE are ever growing and pressing, and it must needs be 
so. With such a field as ours, in its vast extent and elements 
of want and evil, the supply only increases the demand, and 
even in the older fields reveals new openings and opportunities 
of doing good. How much more must this be the case with 
the new fields just opening: on the border, and taking in the 
whole continent as it stretches from ocean to ocean! With this 
enlarging field, and these growing wants, the Church must. 
enlarge the measure of her interest and bounty, or we must 
stand still, and allow golden opportunities, laden with priceless 
promises of good, to pass away, and that forever. In a work 
like ours, ‘to stand still ts really lo go back,” and to go back 
now is fraught with danger, shame, and loss, to the Church 
we love, and to the souls of our fellow men. We give a few 
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extracts from letters of our Bishops, showing what dre the 
needs of their several fields. To these we might add earnest 
calls from Missouri and Iowa, from California, Oregon, and 
Washington. From one learn all; the field is ripe and 
ready ; “the harvest is plenteous, but the laborers are few.” 
May the favored members of the Church, not only “ pray to the 
Lord of the harvest,” but also give, to speed their faith and 
prayers, in blessed fruits of love and zeal. 

Bishop Otey, after speaking of the manner he would use the 
sum we have been able t» give, then speaks of five others ready 
to come and work at promising points. He asks imploringly 
for $500 more, and adds: ‘‘ Now, when I have ministers in 
the field and others ready to come, it is very hard to give up, 
and say to some, ‘ Quit and look out for other fields,’ and to 
others, ‘ Do not come ;’ and all for the sum of $500 more. 

‘Surely, if ever there was a time I needed Missionary aid, 
now is the time. Add to all this, some three or four young 
men of excellent character have offered themselves for the work 
of the ministry, and I am straining every nerve to aid them. 
Cannot the Committee add $500 to their appropriation from 
January next? For the Lord’s sake, look around and see 
whether this additional sum cannot be had for Tennessee. The 
sums expended by two only of your prince merchants, to give 
Christmas dinners, would relieve our wants; and O, how many 
hearts would it yladden in this sin-wasted land, to have the 
glad tidings of the Gospel proclaimed to them, by men com- 
missioned and sent to them by God’s Church.” 

The earnest and working Bishop of Texas, whose vast dio- 
cese is sécond in importance to none in our Missionary field, 
after his first Visitation, thus writes : 


Gatveston, December 9, 1859. 
Rey. anv Duar Broruer,—I found, on my arrival here yesterday 
evening, your kind letter of the 8th ult. For the kind feelings of interest 
entertained by the Committee, and for those expressed by yourself, I am 
deeply indebted. 
Of the appropriation for 1860, I am very glad to hear. May I not 
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beg, however, and that most earnestly, that it may be increased. I look 
very confidently for an increase of three at least in our missionary 
band for the next year, and, very probably, one or two more; and 
what are we to do without an increased appropriation, among so 
many? Most of the parishes, as well as the unorganized fields, in which 
the missionary work is to be done, are very feeble. I will, from the very 
first, urge the duty of self-reliance ; but for a while, we trust a very liberal 
support will be extended. 

A young man, now a deacon in South Carolina, of much promise, has 
nobly offered, though at the sacrifice of a good parish in that diocese, to 
accompany me to Texas, as a travelling missionary companion, by which 
I will be greatly assisted in my missionary labors, and a wide field of use- 
fulness be opened to him. Unless an increased appropriation be made, 
what can I do for him in the way of support? Some aid may be extended 
from other sources, and I trust will be ; but that is too precarious to rely 
upon. May I not plead in this behalf? 

I am much obliged for the feeling expressed ; and with the best wishes, 
my dear Bro., remain, very faithfully, your friend and brother in Christ. 

Arex. Grea. 

Rey. Dr. Van Kuercx. 


We next give a most interesting account of his interesting 
diocese, in the earnest and glowing words of the Bishop of 
Minnesota. Bishop Whipple thus writes, and we know his ap- 
peal will meet a warm response in many a heart, and, as we 
trust, from many a liberal hand : 


December 20, 1859. 
To the Domestic Committee of the Board of Missions of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church : ; 

Dear Breruren,—I herewith send you an account of that portion of 
the Lord’s vineyard over which I have been made a Bishop and shepherd 
of souls. 

The Diocese of Minnesota is as noble a heritage as God ever gave to 
his Church. The broad prairies, the noble forests, the well-watered and 
fertile soil, and the navigable rivers, give the promise that Minnesota will 
yet be the home of millions. Already we feel the wave of this incoming 
population. Everywhere villages and cities are springing up, and the 
prairies being dotted with the homes of the pioneer. The question is, shall 
this land be won for Christ or not? ‘This is the issue—the battle must be 
fought in our own day. To lose a year may lose a generation; to lose a 
generation may mar the fortanes of Christ’s holy Church for centuries, 

The opposing elements with which we have to contend are open irreli- 
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gion and vice, infidelity of every hue, the sad divisions and errors of sectarian 
strife, and the dark superstitions of the Church of Rome. 

The Church is weak in numbers, in means, and in ministry. Our con- 
fidence is in the power of truth andthe grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
If'we lean on this Divine help and go forth strong in the power of the Lord, 
it is not an open question whether we shall succeed or not. If God say, 
“Go forward,” the Red Sea and the wilderness may be before us, but the 
pillar of fire and the pillar of cloud shall lead us to deliverance. 

That you may learn the character of our work, I will speak briefly of 
details. 

PAST WORK. 


Thanks for your kind fostering care, the Church is known and respected. 
‘On the navigable rivers, and at most of the important villages, the people 
are familiar with the services of the Church. Your missionaries haye been 
faithful men, who count it joy to suffer for Christ’s sake. I could tell you 
of self-denial which would touch your heart, where missionaries, fitted for 
any field, often travelling many miles on foot, have lived on the barest pit- 
tance. A western missionary has no worldly gain, and often only a humble 
record on earth, but in heaven a treasure which kings might covet, 


THE WORK BEFORE US. 


There are several points on the river where we need a missionary. The 
interior of the State has no clergymen, except at Faribault, where our 
brothers are doing a good work. South and eastward of the great bend of 
the St. Peter, to the Iowa line, the country is being rapidly settled—a large 
number of villages have sprung up, and there is no one to break to them 
the bread of life; we need many men to occupy this ground at once; we 
need strong men to grapple with this enterprising population. Ours is the 
young blood of the nation; everywhere you see the clear flashing eye and 
the eager look; all is life and motion; the servant of Christ must be a man 
of clear head, warm heart, of resolute will, and glad to work. He must go 
un and out among these men in the power of the Gospel, seeing their 
secret springs of avtion and knowing how to reach them. We need ten 
missionaries at once—we can promise them work, privations, trials, hard- 
ships, and poverty on earth, but gladness of heart here, and a crown of life 
hereafter. We pledge them a brother’s hand and a brother’s heart. 

Beside the white field, men of our own race pleading by the ties of kindred 
for the Gospel, we have many thousand pagans within our borders. It is 
a sad commentary on our lack of faith, that an Apostolic Church has done 
so little for the red man. I know it seems like a forlorn hope to carry the 
Gospel to these, where so many have failed. When shall we learn that 
‘there can be no such thing as a forlorn hope when we are at work for 
Christ? What Christian man will dare put the value of even one Chip- 
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pewa soul saved against all the money the Church ever gave to the work 
of Missions ? 
WHAT WE NEED. 


We need most the prayers and sympathy of the Church. Nothing so 
nerves up the heart to be brave for Christ, as. tu feel that other loving hearts 
are watching our warfare and remembering us to that Master in prayer. 
We need men. Where are the young men who will cast themselves into 
this breach ? We need Hannahs to train up their brave and beautiful 
boys to serve at the altar. The Church must lay her hand on young men 
and constrain them to give up their gains and commerce, as men did of 
old, for Christ’s sake. We need means. The Pioneer is often a man of 
broken fortunes; everything is to be done—churches, parsonages, and 
schools to build—bibles, prayer-books and tracts to distribute—young men 
to educate, and missionaries to send forth. We ask your alms, not for our- 
selves, but for Christ’s sake. One reason for lack of interest in missions, 
is, because, men know nothing about missions. If they watched Christ’s 
work as they do their worldly work, then your missionary reports would be 
like the bulletins, which told how went the battle when the country was 
at war with a foreign foe. 

My own record of work to December 20 is as follows: one deacon 
ordained, one church consecrated, one candidate for holy orders received, 
baptized thirteen children and adults, administered the holy communion 
eight times, confirmed thirty persons, and preached thirty-nine times, 

* * * * * 

In addition to these appointments, I wish, if possible, that you would 
aid us to plant the following missions: at Rochester, Chatfield, and vil- 
lages adjacent; Mankato, and villages south and west of Bend St. Peter; 
Anoka, and stations of St. Anthony Mission (to aid the Rev. Mr. Cham- 
berlain, who desires to give up a portion of his work, as he cannot, single- 
handed, care for it all). We also need at least two itinerants for the 
middle and western portions of the State. Do what you can for us—‘ the 
harvest is great, but the laborers are few.’’ Remember us in your prayers 
that Christ may strengthen us for this great work. Thanking you for your 
brotherly interest, and praying God to bless you, I am, your brother in 
Christ, H. B. Wuieptr, 

Bishop of Minnesota. 


We subjoin an interesting letter from the missionary Bishop 
of the Southwest, just received. It will be seen that Bishop 
Lay has not only been hard at work, much exposed to ac- 
cidents, and mercifully preserved from danger and death, but 
that he has great encouragement in his important and destitute 
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field, and calls loudly for more aid in Arkansas, where the open- 
ings are many and favourable. May his loud calls for aid, 
with those from other quarters, rouse and draw out the earnest 
sympathies .and substantial aid of the whole Church. 


Fort Smita, Aransas, Dec. 30th, 1859. 


Rev. anp Dear Sir,—I have not been unmindful of your request to 
write when in the field: to comply with it is not so easy. Since the 15th 
of November I have been on mj visitation. A run-away accident a few 
weeks since, in which I was somewhat injured (being thrown out of 
the stage), has impeded a travel almost impossible before. Night before 
last I attempted to get by stage to Fayetteville. At midnight, in a storm, 
we broke down. After a few hours’ sleep in a cabin, where I shared the 
bed of a sick laboring man, I took return passage on a road wagon. This 
morning, with sore bones and aching head, I go forth to cultivate the ac- 
quaintance of our friends here. 

Everywhere that I go, I find the way open for the Church; much more 
so than in avy part of the Southern country, with which I am familiar. 
The people have not to be reminded that the Church is the very influence 
needed to elevate and refine a society, at present uncultivated. Them- 
selves tell me this, and more than this, they are liberally disposed, and 
ready to contribute freely. My sensibilities are touched when rude, un- 
godly men—men with woolen shirts outside, and who struggle visibly in 
talking with me to keep an oath out of their discourse—come to me and 
say, ‘‘We are bad fellows, sir; bat we have wives and children, send us a 
minister and we will treat him right.”’ 

It is impossible for me to describe things as I see them. 

Judicious, vigorous, church effort in Arkansas has every prospect of 
abundant reward. Every day I feel more and more willing to spend all 
and to endure all, in order to build up the Church where it is so much 
needed. In this one thing, however, I am a poor missionary; I know not 
how to stimulate the interest of others, except by working hard myself. I 
cannot make an interesting story for the newspapers. Still I hope that if 
it shall seem that we are doing our work earnestly, but quietly, the 
brethren will extend to us their sympathies. 

I do earnestly beg that I may be allowed to expend the whole ap- 
propriated to my jurisdiction, in Arkansas. A dozen parishes’ are 
ready now to be established, and I much need the fund to rely upon. 

Do not suppose that I am negligent of the other portions of the field. I 
hope to visit them as soon as possible, and shall try my best to do some- 
thing in them. I pledge myself, if it be possible, to make a beginning 
among the Indians or in New Mexico. To raise the necessary means, my 
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brethren have promised me that I shall not ask in vain, But in the mean- 
while, let me have help for Arkansas; with but a single self-supporting 
parish, $ — ean go but a little way. 

I proceed to mention some facts of interest. 

On returning home after the General Convention, the pain of apetabite 
from my parish.was greatly enhanced by the pecuniary embarrassment of 
the congregation, After a very liberal contribution, there was still re- 
maining a debt of $16,000; but they are a whole-hearted people; actuated 
by a worthy zeal for religion, and partly also by a consideration for my 
own implied responsibility in the matter, they made a vigorous effort, and 
raised the whole amount, The entire expenditure is $36,000, and twelve 
years ago this was a missionary station. 

That Chureh, the dream and the ambition of many years, must ever be 
very dear to me, but the dearest thought of all is this, to some it has been 
very costly, they have given the avails of self-denial and economy. 

In Little Rock, the Rev. Dr. Wheat is conducting the parish with much 
vigor and zeal. I am happy in having so experienced and efficient a 
worker in our chief parish. At Camden the prospect is very favorable. 
I deeply regret the loss of the Rev. Mr. Eppes. Mr. Eppes has worked 
faithfully, and by the last confirmation of fifteen the communicants are 
doubled in number. 

At Pine Bluff, El Dorado, and Arkadelphia, the people desire pastors, 
and promise to contribute liberally for their support. At Van Buren a 
new church is in contemplation. I was much gratified by the patience 
and constancy exhibited by the minister in charge, the Rev. Mr. Binet. 
At Fort Smith, a church is almost finished, and the people are anxious to 
haye a minister, 

I beg leave to say that [ will make every exertion to become acquainted 
personally with the field committed to me. So vast is it, however, and so 
difficult the travel, that this must be a work of time. I believe that 
wherever men are, there the Church should be. I trust the Church at 
large will sustain the resolves of the last General Convention, and that 
our Christian efforts may be seen in every territory of the land. 

At present we have no minister in New Mexico, or among the Indians. 
I cannot tell you how I long to begin something, however small and hum- 
ble, among them. In this department, however, zeal unassisted by knowl- 
edge and prudence, can accomplish nothing. Iam endeavoring to inform 
myself upon the whole subject, and hope next Spring to make a journey 
to the far West. 

Other denominations of Christians are in advance of us, but not so far 
in advance as in other States. I have observed with interest the policy of 
the Roman Catholics—they throw a Bishop in advance, as at Little Rock 
and Santa Fé. ‘Their church buildings are very plain and cheap, but then 
they secure valuable lands, and establish schools. 
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I hope to be at home (Huntsville, Ala.) the last of January, and shall be 
glad to hear from you. Five parishes have authorized me to provide them 
with ministers, themselves pledging from $500 to $1,000 each. To find 
these men must be my next endeavor; in this, even more than in other 
departments of the work, must a lonely missionary Bishop feel his depend- 
ence upon that Holy Spirit, who separates men for their appointed task. 

And lastly, let me say with emphasis, that it is my earnest effort to per- 
suade our people to help themselves. Without this we cannotsucceed. In 
every parish I have met the vestry in conference, and propounded this as 
the only true policy and they respond to it heartily. Give some encovr- 
agement to Arkansas, and I promise that she will not herself be idle. 

Very truly, your friend and brother, 
_Heyxry C. Lay. 
Rey. Dr, Van Kurecx, Secretary, &e. ; 


Gifts of the Orphans. 
God bless them ! 


We have had occasion from time to time, to acknowledge 
monthly contributions of two dollars, from the Orphans’ Home 
of Industry, in Iowa, under the care of the Rev. C. C. Towns- 
~end. These are very poor children, taken from the East, 
cared for a while, and then provided with places and homes in 
the West. Out of the small sum given them for good beha- 
vior and proficiency, they contrive to send, for Domestic and 
Foreign Missions, a dollar each, each month in the year, mak- 
ing from that source alone, twenty-four dollars, as their annual 
contribution—not only an example to the many non-contribu- 
ting parishes, which send nothing, but fully equal to the offer- 
ings of many an old and comparatively able parish. 

We have also been informed of a touching incident, in con- 
nection with an orphan in the excellent Orphan Asylum in Troy, 
N.Y. The Matron had promised a little girl a dollar on cer- 
tain conditions, which having been fulfilled, the Matron asked 
her, “‘ what she would do with it?” ‘+ You will see,” was the 
only answer, till the practical reply came in the deliberate and 


The Late General ‘Convention. 41 
cheerful giving of her gold dollar, by the little orphan, at the 
Epiphany offering of the Church of the Holy Cross, in Troy. 

In both these cases ‘they have done what they could ;” and 
the fruits of their self-denial are not only owned and blessed of 
God, in their bearing on their own character, but also beauti- 
ful and blessed as motives and examples for the many more 
favored children of the Church. How many of these dear 
children will hear and heed the voice, ‘‘ Go, and do thou like- 
wise !” 


he Late General Convention. 
ARCH-DEACON SINCLAIR’S OPINION AND TESTIMONY. 


Bisnor Urrotp has sent us the following, which we eladly 
give. Arch-Deacon Sinclair is remembered with respect and 
affection by many in this country, who welcomed him as a 
delegate to our General Convention and Board of Missions 
in 1853. 

The Bishop of Indiana writes thus: ‘Our proceedings at 
the late General Convention appear to have attracted attention 
in England. Arch-Deacon Sinclair, in a letter I have recently 
received from him, says: 

‘My Dear Bisuop or Inprana: I have been reading an 
account of the recent meeting of your General Convention, 
and I cordially congratulate you on the great ability and 
Christian spirit which characterized the debates. The en- 
thusiasm excited on the subject of Missions, when the House 
of Deputies rose unanimously to sing the Gloria in Excelsis, 
must have been among the most striking scenes in the annals 
of your Church or of any Church in Christendom. At the 
distance of three thousand miles I entered thoroughly into the 


movement.” 
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Indiana. 
La Porte—Rev. A. Gregory.’ 


Since my report of July Ist., services have been regularly held here 
until the last week in October, when they were necessarily suspended for 
the work, then undertaken, of enlarging, repairing, and repainting the 
church edifice, and in the expectation that all would be completed by the 
1st of December. It is, however, still unfinished, though the building was 
used for the celebration of divine service the third Sunday in Advent, and 
on Christmas Day. On the other Sundays (save one), since my return 
from the General Convention, to which I was a deputy from this diocese, 
I officiated at Plymouth. What effect the enlargement of the church edi- 
fice may have upon the general interests of the parish, it is too early yet 
to judge—though something, through God’s blessing, is hoped from it. 
The preservation of the building from decay required something to be 
done: the sittings have been re-arranged, and a chancel proper added. 
The cost of this—about $600—has been provided for, so as to leave no 
debt. 

In regard to the statistics sent you, I ought to say, perhaps, that they 
do not give a fair criterion of the self-supporting strength of this parish ; 
and simply from the fact, that a very large portion, both of the commu- 
nicants and parishioners, cannot be relied on for pecuniary help, Conse- 
quently, the whole burden®,of our parochial expenses falls upon a few 
individuals. 

Affairs at Plymouth have changed but little since my last report ; nor 
do I see much prospect for the better, so long as we have no place of our 
own in which to meet. A few persons seem to appreciate and earnestly 
to desire the services of the Church, and some steps should have been taken 
towards the erection of a small house of worship, to cost about $800. But 
for tais, humble as our plan is, there is yet a lack of means. I have 
endeavored to enlist a few persons elsewhere to aid in so good a work. 
My appeals have, thus far, brought only thirteen dollars from two parishes 
in W.N. Y. From one to two hundred dollars more are needed, in order 
to commence building in the spring, and to secure the grant of a lot. I 
hope yet to hear from some of the persons to whom I have written. 

In the months of November and December I officiated at Plymouth (in 
a small room over a store), on five Sundays, morning and afternoon, and 
since the lst of July on seven other occasions, being equivalent to three 
services a month. The Bishop desires that, hereafter, I should give one 
Sunday in each month to Plymouth. 
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Connersville—Rev. J. W. Stewart. 


We are not yet through with the expense of building, or rather finishing, 
and this has helped to make our offering less than it would otherwise have 
been. Indeed, the church was consecrated without chancel-rail, prayer- 
desk, or pulpit, and with only a temporary altar and lectern, The chancel- 
rail has since been provided, through the liberality of a few friends in 
Cincinnati. ‘To furnish the other articles named, which are almost neces- 
sary to the proper celebration of divine service, and to oil and varnish the 
woodwork of the interior of the church, will require abott $500. And as 
this additional expense must be met by the few on whom the chief burden 
of supporting the clergyman falls, and who have already,given largely to 
the building fund, our contributions to other objects must be small for 
some time to come. The entire cost of the church, thus far, has been 
$4,684 07. Of this sum, about $2,000 have been contributed by Church- 
men and friends of the Church in New-York and other cities. Of the 
remainder, $800 has been contributed by a lady, a communicant of the 
parish, and the balance by other members of the parish, and our citizens 
generally. 

The prospects of the parish, so far, at least, as numbers are concerned, 
are encouraging. The attendance since we began to worship in the new 
. church has been uniformly good, while the number of regular worshippers 
has more than doubled, and the interest in the services seems steadily to 
increase. I am encouraged also with the hope that something more than 
mere outward conformity is growing up among the worshippers, and that 
many are experiencing that power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ which 
will make them wise untv salvation. 

There has sprung up quite an interest in the ‘services of the Church 
amongst the German population of the town, and I am repeatedly asked 
for the Prayer Book in German. Can you put me in the way of procuring 
a dozen copies ? 


Hichiga. 
Jonesville—Rev. L. H. Corson. 


I wave uniformly officiated in Grace Church, Jonesville, since my last 
report, twice each Lord’s Day, except four Sundays, while absent from 
my post at Richmond, Va., attending t» my duties as a member of the 
General Convention. 

The past six months, though the statistics do not show it, has been a 
season of great prosperity to the little flock that I tend. During the above- 
mentioned period, I have given it my undivided attention. Formerly my 
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time has been divided between Jonesville and several neighboring villages. 
That much good has been accomplished in them, I doubt not ; but, what- 
ever it is, it has been at the expense of the parish in which I reside. From 
the time that I commenced having two regular services on the Lord’s Day 
in this place, the attendance has increased. “I am better sustained than 
formerly. And, although the Bishop once observed, in my hearing, that 
he considered this the hardest field in his diocese, 1 am not without hopes 
that it will, by the blessing of the Great Head of the Church on ai hum- 
ble labors, become, at no distant day, self-supporting. 

The list of communicants will probably be considerably increased, when- 
ever it shall suit our Bishop’s convenience to make another Episcopal 
visitation in this parish, since there is a goodly number of persons ready to 
receive confirmation. 


SHinnesota. 


Winona—Rev. B. Evans. 


Ovr congregation in Winona has had to leave the hall where, for two 
years, the service of the Church has been held. It has, with the whole _ 
warehouse, been rented to a pork-packing company from the Hast. We 
lost no time in securing another place; the hall of Huff’s hotel was 
obtained for a few Sundays. This hall is used for all public exhibitions, 
as well as for political meetings. Our first service was on the morn- 
ing after one of those exhibitions. Such a room! such a state! none 
can imagine, excepting those acquainted with the majority of Western 
men and their habits! Sad as things looked, the Lord was with us, and 
we soon forgot the scene around and underneath us. After four Sundays, 
we were able to rent a room for one year, over a grocery store. 

Our first missionary camé too late to take advantage of the prosperous 
condition of the town ; others were in good time. But we must not yield 
to the pressure that is upon us: we have much to encourage us. Our con- 
gregation is made up of some of the best families in the place, as well as 
— of the respectable mechanic and industrious laboring man, together with 
the majority of young men. I have, indeed, to thank God for His especial 
favor in keeping my congregation together under those late changes. I 
was fearful of desertion on the part of some: not so; all followed me, 
stood by me, and with glowing hope await the future. This is the more 
grateful to my soul, for I am not able to serve them, as once J could serve 
the Church. The disease which disabled me in New-York still clings to 
me; but, with the exception of four times, I have filled all my appoint- 
ments, 
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Service every fortnight, with continued good attendance. 

I give to Minnesota City a Sunday afternoon service once a fortnight. 
There are a few persons here becoming much interested in the Church ; 
if it continue, I will organize a parish. 

I have visited Rochester. Our late beloved Bishop Kemper organized 
a parish in this town, but failed to secure funds for the support of a mis- 
sionary. I had a most hearty welcome from church people and citizens. 
Performed divine service, preached, and married one couple. 

This is a very important place ; a fine opportunity for a faithful, patient, 
prudent, common-sense clergyman. I do not mean that these are to em- 
brace all his qualifications ; but I do mean that he must haye these to 
make his way into the hearts of the men of the West. 


Appointments. 


Rev. J. W. Coe, to Sheboygan, Wisconsin, from Oct. Ist, 
1859 ; Rev. S. Herman, to Hopkinsville and Princeton, Ken- 
tucky, from November Ist, 1859; Rev. W. H. Carter, to Vin- 
~ cennes and Sullivan, Indiana, from January Ist, 1860; Rev. 
J. N. Garfield, to St. Mary’s Parish, Louisiana, from January 
1st, 1860; Rev. J.. L. Gay, to Seaford, Laurel, &c., Delaware, 
from December Ist, 1859; Rev. W.S. Perry, to Nashua, New- 
Hampshire, from January Ist, 1860. 


Resignations. 


Rev. C. B. Stout, of Manhattan and Wilmington, Illinois, 
from January 1st, 1860; Rey. F. E. Judd, of Mt. Pleasant, 
Iowa, from December 1st, 1859; Rev. Geo. C. Harris, Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, from January Ist, 1860. 


Bishop Scott. expects to sail from New-York for Oregon, 
March dtb. His address in the meantime will be 17 Bible 


House New-York. 
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TRIALS OF FAITH. 


In the January number particulars were given respecting 
the recent outbreak in the city of Shanghai, China. 

We publish now the conclusion to which the Missionaries 
have arrived in relation thereto. We say the Missionaries, be- 
cause, we doubt not, Mr. Syle, in the letter given below, speaks 
the mind of all. 

If trials, and difficulties, and opposition, and outbreaks, 
were anything new in the Missionary enterprise, we might find 
in those of present times some occasion for surprise and 
discouragement. Butinasmuch as these things are as old as 
Christianity itself, and are a portion of its history at all times, 
and in all places, there is in them not only nothing to be won- 
dered at, but, on the contrary, that which is to be looked for as 
a matter of course. And as the Gospel of Christ has always 
been propagated in the face of these things, so is it now to be 
extended. 

Tf the Church, in these days, has not faith enough to be un- 
disturbed and undeterred by dangers and difficulties, then cer- 
tainly the faith of the Church is weak. 

We have no doubt the Missionaries will stand fast, and, like 
the dying Minor on the scorching field of Africa, cry “* Leé the 
Mission go forward—tet tt go forward more than ever.” 

May the Church at home have faith, not only not to falter , 
but to make dangers and difficulties the occasion of more zeal- 
ous and determined efforts. 

2 


~ 
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CHINA. 


LETTER FROM REY. E. W. SYLE. 


Suancual, Oct. 6, 1859. 


Rey. anp Dear Brotner!—We feel it to be a marked instance of the 
kind providence of God towards our Mission, that the sailing of our rein- 
forcement in the ‘‘ Golden Rule,’ was not delayed till the distressing news 
of the repulse from the Pei Ho had reached you, I had many fears lest 
some hindrance should prove effectual in depriving us of the aid which is 
now so much wanted—now more than ever, though Satan would like to 
have us believe that there is no room for oux peaceful efforts at this time, 
because he has been successful in exciting a fresh war. On the contrary, 
we mean to be more strenuous than ever, seeing that there is plain 
evidence of alarm in the hearts of the Lord’s enemies. It is thought worth 
while to oppose us, to argue against Christianity by name, to deface our 
churches and threaten our persons. Therefore we feel encouraged ; and 
are resolved to try whether we cannot accomplish much more in the next 
ten years than we have in the past, the Lord being our helper. 

Seed that has long lain in the ground is beginning to spring up. Dr. 
Bridgman admitted to his first communion last Sunday, the son of the first 
Chinese convert, Leang Ah-fah. As a child, he was brought to Dr. Bridg- 
man and taken under his charge, soon after his arriving in the country, 
thirty years ago, and now, in this day of reproach, he comes forward and 
professes himself a servant of the Lord Jesus. 

In like manner a middle-aged man, who was educated in a Chinese Mis- 
sion-school at Penang, twenty years since, has within a few weeks past 
been baptized, with all his household, six in number, one being a former 
concubine, from whom he now is separated; she consenting, and with him 
professing her faith in Christ. This last mentioned fact is a great triumph 
both over natural affection, and over the time-honored usages which are so 
profoundly venerated in this country. 

In our own line of things, there is also much to encourage. After long 
instruction and frequent deferments, for fear of unfitness, 1 admitted three 
of the older scholars of our girls’ school, Sunday before last; these, with 
one blind boy admitted on the same occasion, bring the number of our bap- 
tisms up to one hundred and three. 

These things speak for themselves. It is evident to my mind that we 
are entering on a season of ingathering, and that the coming of our friends 
in the ‘Golden Rule,” if it please God to bring them to us safely, will be 
most opportune. 
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SECOND LETTER FROM REV. E. W. SYLE. 


Smancuwat, Oct. 21, 1859. 


Ruy. anp Dear Brotanr:—The last few days have been made pleasant 
to us by the safe arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Keith, who reached this place on 
the 18th inst. There is not any news of special interest to communicate 
respecting our immediate field, or the state of public affairs in China gene- 
rally. Before this letter reaches New-York, you will have learned from the 
English papers what policy the Court of St. James’ is likely to pursue in 
regard to this country. We are still in suspense; but hoping to hear 
something by the next mail. 

In the meantime business goes on, and the recent excitement of feeling 
is subsiding. Things do not run smooth however; there is a delay about 
the promulgation of the American Treaty, although it has been formally 
ratified. Governor Ho, of this Province, evidently wishes that all the 
Treaties should come into operation together. Our Church in the city is. 
now repaired again, after the damage it sustained, and 1 went in myself 
last Sunday, and held regular service for the first time since the outbreak 
—since the subsidence of the heatof summer. [I do not anticipate further 
trouble here; if the quarrel is arranged peaceably, we shall hope for the 
opportunity of quietly doing our work throughout the country; if there 
is to be war, this place will probably be head-quarters, and the Allies will 
strengthen their position accordingly. 

Dr. Williams, with Mr. Burdon (of the C. M. Society) made a ten days’ 
visit to Hangchow recently, and met with no molestation. Mr. Burdon 
has returned, to reside there permanently, if possible. Merchants and their 
families have visited the great lake beyond Soochow without any difficulty; 
and in Soochow itself, Mr. Edkins preached without experiencing any un- 
usual annoyance. These things all seem to betoken a return to our former 
peaceful relations, which we did not venture to look for three months 
since. 

We are now looking with all possible interest for the arrival of the 
‘¢ Golden Rule.” 

Ever truly yours in the Lord. 


THIRD LETTER FROM REV. E. W. SYLE. 


Tan following letter from Mr. Syle, written under date of 
21st July, 1859, gives an account of daily missionary employ- 
ment. It is not so late as other letters already published, but 
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in its details of missionary life presents points of interest with 
which some of our readers at least will be glad to be made 
acquainted. After giving certain business details, he says: 


I pass now to the more congenial department of our work, and will give 
you an outline of what one’s ‘hand findeth to do” here, such as will en- 
able you to realize our present circumstances. 

Sunday Morning, 9 o’clock—Chinese service in the Mission Chapel, 

conducted chiefly by myself, occasionally assisted by Chia. Two of the 
older scholars have learned to play the melodeon sufficiently well to lead 
the chants and hymns. After service I meet and pray with the poorer 
communicants, whose occupations or the distance of whose residences do not 
permit them to come together at any other time. The day-school and other chil- 
dren are collected in one corner of the chapel and taught by He-Ding; while 
the applicants for baptism are at the other end, being instructed by Vun 
Neur. Then there are almost always a number of applications for medi- 
-cines, plasters, &c., &c. After their wants have been attended to, comes 
‘the instruction of a class of cight of the older scholars in the girls’ school, 
who are candidates for baptism. This routine, especially during the hot 
‘weather, generally exhausts one’s strength so as to make a two-hours’ rest 
at mid-day almost indispensable. 

Ayternoon.—A visit to the church in the city, or to one of the surround- 
ing towns, the weather permitting. 

Evening.—English service in the mission chapel, which is attended by 
the members of our mission, some of our neighbors, occasional visitors from 
the ships (especially when a United States man-of-war is in port), and 
such of our scholars as are sufficiently advanced in the English language 
to be able to engage in the services profitably. 

Monday Morning.—The superintendent of the Blind Institution brings 
me his accounts for the preceding week. About fifty blind people (men, 
women, and children), are provided with permanent employment, which 
furnishes them’a support, at an outlay of about one thousand dollars a year, 
which sum is subscribed by the foreign community here, merchants and 

thers. 

At morning prayers, both in the boys and girls’ school, the scholars are 
questioned particularly on the sermon preached the day previous—text, 
divisions, illustrations, &c. Thena class of three boys in sacred music is 
taught ; again on Wednesdays and Fridays. 

When the monthly missionary prayer meeting and the Shanghai mis- 
sionary conference come together, it is on Monday evenings. 

Tuesday Morning.—After conducting prayers, with Scripture instruc- 
tion, in the girls’ school (which is a daily and most delightful duty), I 
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teach the melodeon as a great favor and reward to three of them ; also on 
Thursday and Saturday. 

Wednesday.—I have omitted to mention, that every morning, the hour 
before breakfast, {from six to seven, is spent with Wong-Voong-Fee, our 
candidate for orders, in the study of the Scriptures. After repeated trial 
of the hours, this is the only one which proves convenient to him and to 
myself, and is at the same time free from interruptions. 

Wednesday Evening.—Our neighborhood prayer-meeting takes place ; 
always held in one place, the Bishop’s parlor, but conducted in turn by all 
the missionaries living near us, now only four in number. 

Thursday Morning.—We are joined by one of the recently baptized 
youths, who has no other time at his command—his duties as librarian of 
the foreign community keeping him away from the Saturday-evening com- 
municant’s meeting, which otherwise he would attend. 

It is only in this way that I can accomplish an end which I consider 
of the greatest importance—that of seeing every communicant who 
lives within reach at least once during the week, besides their attendance 
on Sundays, and seeing them so that we can converse togeth 
familiarly; they being free to tell me of their own individual troubles and dif- 
ficulties, and I to give them such advice as their case may specially require. 
It is only within a short time past that I have been able to accomplish this) 
there being a strong tendency on the part of some to fly off and keep aloof 
—the devil no doubt being busy with them, and tempting them to ‘too 
busy” to attend to their soul’s welfare—a device of Satan’s, alas, fearfully 
successful everywhere ! 

Friday Morning.—There is a distribution of commnuion alms to a number 
of aged pensioners, who are cared for and instructed by Vun-Neur. The 
afternoon is chiefly occupied with two classes from the boy’s school : one, 
twelve in number, of those recently baptized, who are very promising 
youths, and who continue to study the Scriptures with much diligence, and 
the others, six in number, who are applicants for baptism, but are not yet 
considered ripe enough, either in years or character, to be received into the 
church. 

Saturday.—Saturday afternoon at four is the hour for those candidates 
who areengaged in business, and I find this the best time for coming to me; 
and in the evening, at half-past seven, ] meet all the communicants 
within reach, about ten at present, and endeavor to feed them with food 
convenient for them. We are now engaged in a course of lectures on the his 
tory of the Church. All these duties cluster round the mission chapel, 
and are enough to exercise the heart and mind of any one man. 

At the church in the city a great deal of preaching and teaching is done, 
by our young deacon, Tong-Chu-Kiung. About twenty communicants ; 
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three day schools ; six services each week; and the Blind;Institution, re. 
quire an amount of care and labor which leaves him time for little else- 
The heat of the weather, my own feeble health, and other occupations, 
make it impossible for me to do more than visit the city occasionally. 

Wong Kong-Chai’s field is at the village of Sang-Zok and the sur- 
rounding places generally, where he has one regular preaching place, and 
the oversight of three day-schools. He collects from some of his native 
fellow Christians, who are in the receipt of pretty good salaries, enough to 
pay the rent of his preaching placc and something over, which goes 
toward supporting one of the schools. 5 

Wong-Voong-Fee, who isa candidate for orders and colporteur, is quite 
diligent and animated in his study of the Scriptures, and seems also to 
act very judiciously in the distribution of books. THe visits the sea-going 
junks which frequent this harbor (chiefly from Tokien and Shangtung), 
and often brings back animated accounts of the reception he meets with. 
He also goes to the neighboring towns and villages scattering seed, but not 
gathering in any fruit as yet, much to his own distress. 

There is one of our school masters who asks to be admitted as a candi- 
date for orders, but his is a case which calls for much care and ‘investiga- 
tion. 


REMARKS ON THE ABOVE. 


Thus have I given you, dear brother, a brief summary of those things 
which demand our regular attention and must needs be done. How much 
there is which comes and claims our attention irregularly, and how much 
remains undone—nay, wntouched even, you know enough of the business 
of life to be able to conjecture without any description. 4 

Accounts, letter-writing, visitors, repairs of buildings, meetings of com- 
mittees, applications for relief—both by Chinese and foreigners, the care 
of the sick, and the quieting of the quarrelsome—all go to make up a con- 
tinuance of commotion, in the midst of which it is no small attainment to 
‘possess one’s soul in peace ;’’ but, thanks to our Heavenly Father’s 
grace and assistance, I am enabled to do this better than in by-gone 
years. 

I cannot help feeling grieved, however, when I remember what very 
small contributions I have made to the important department of Bible- 
translation, and tract-preparation, and hymn-writing, yet I cannot honestly 
blame myself much in this matter, for there never has been the time, in the 
history of our mission, when I have been free to give myself for more than 
a few weeks at a time, to any one of these great departments of usefulness; 
and now there seems little prospect that I shall ever be able to do so. 

Oh! dear brother, let me pray you that some means be devised for 
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keeping up the succession of laborers here, so that we may see some fruit 
of our labors, and not haye our strength dissipated in the multitude of 
details, 


JAPAN. 


LETTERS FROM REV. J. LIGGINS. 


Nacasaxt, Aug. 10th, 1859. 
Rey. anp Dear Broruer:—I wrote to you in the latter part of June, 
and since then the sky has not only become greatly overcast in China, but 
even here in Japan the immediate prospect is anything but cheering. 


CURRENCY. 


Soon after the departure of the foreign ambassadors, there was a reac- 
tion at Yedo against the liberal measures of those then in power, resulting 
in the forced suicide of the Siogun, the degradation of the ministry, and 
the appointment of those who are in favor of the old exclusive system. The 
present governor of this, and other ports, belongs to this party of  ob- 
structives,’’ as they are called ; and they all seem bent upon making the 
treaties nugatory, and getting the forcigners, out of the country, if they 
can. They have signalized their advent to power by a crafty and ingenious 
device to go according to the letter, while grossly violating the spirit of 
the treaties. It was provided that a coin, equal in weight and quality, 
should be given in exchange for the foreign dollar. The government have 
issued such a coin, but have had astamp put on one side of it declaring 
that it shall be valued at thirty-three cents. All the foreign ministers 
have protested against this crafty device to cut off the trade, but as yet 
without effect. 

HOUSES FOR FOREIGNERS. 


Another device is to refuse to fix definitely the sites for the foreign 
quarters, and the charging of enormous rents for the few houses which ° 
the foreigners have succeeded in getting. It is still very difficult to buy 
books, and also to get teachers and servants. This difficulty, however, is 
not with the people ; it is only with their crafty, despotic, unenlightened 
rulers ; and we will hope that this tyrannical exclusivism may soon be 
overpast, ard a brighter and better day soon dawn upon Japan. 

My time, at present, is spent in the study of the language and the dis- 
posal by sale of the following books, which are in the Chinese language, 


and sell largely : 
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History of England, by Rev. Mr. Milner. 

History of the United States, by Rev. Dr. Bridgman. 
Compendium of Geography, by Rev. Mr. Way. 
Physical Geography, by Rev. Mr. Muirhead. 
Historical Geography, “ a 36 

Monthly Magazine, by Rev. Mr. Inslee. 

Natural Philosophy, by Benjamin Hobson, M. D. 
Surgery, “ “ 6 “ 
Practice of Medicine, ‘ 6 ce a 
Botany, by the Rey. Mr. Williamson. 

Compendium of Universal History, by Rey. Mr. Gutzlaff. 


These works, of which I have sold more than a thousand copies, are 
purchased by the higher classes of Japanese, and many of them will, no 
doubt, be republished by them and circulated widely through the Empire.* 
Four scientific works, by American missionaries in China, haye already 
been translated into Japanese, and published by this people, who have 
a great thirst for knowledge. § 

But, much as is the good which may be expected to result from the dis- 
tribution of the above books, I can by no means rest satisfied with the 
disposal of these alone ; and I intend renewing the sale of the Scriptures 
when we reach Kanagawa,7 and shall claim the promised protection of Mr. 
Harris, if the Japanese authorities attempt to interfere. I trust, however, 
that they will not do so, and that this people may learn, through the reading 
of the Holy Scriptures, they have greatly misconceived what Christianity 
is; and that many of them may soon be led by the Holy Spirit to a saving 
knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. 


Believe me to be, reverend and dear brother, 
Very faithfully yours in the Gospel. 


Naeasaxt, Sept. 8th, 1859. 


Rey. anp Dzar Brotner:—The enclosed letter furnishes a few particu- 
lars concerning the state of affairs in Japan, and a part of the work in 
which I am engaged. 


* Since writing the above, I haye learned that some Japanese at the capital have already 
commenced publishing the works with which I am furnishing this people; the one on natural 
philosophy is already out, and three of the others are to be published at once. This shows 
how eager they are to become familiar with the superior scientific and other knowledge pos- 
sessed by the men of the West. 

} The Foreign Committee have, upon information satisfactory to themselves, authorized 
the removal of the Mission from Nagasaki to Kanagawa, provided this be thought best by 
B shop Boone. . 
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There has been a little improvement in the state of affairs since the letter 
was written, concerning which I will speak particularly in my next. 

The Rev. Mr. Williams joined me in the early part of July. He came 
in the American sloop-of-war Germantown, through the kindness of Capt. 
Page. 

The summer has been an unhealthy one here, and the mortality very 
great among the Japanese, a large number dying of cholera. During the 
last month, both Mr. Williams and myself have been quite unwell. It has 
been owing to this that I have not furnished the Foreign Committee with 
the promised information derived from Mr. Harris. I will endeavor to do 
so, however, soon. I gave Mr. Harris a copy of the Spirit of Missions 
containing the Foreign Committee’s mention of himself, and also stated 
what you mentioned in your letter to us, and he seemed much gratified to 
know that his efforts in behalf of Christianity were appreciated and kindly 
spoken of by the committee. 

We are exceedingly rejoiced to know that the committee fave appointed 
such a good number of missionaries to China. We thank God, and take 
courage. 

I remain, with much esteem, 
Yours, ever truly. 


AFRICA. 


Tue Rev. Mr. Hoffman, of the African Mission, is still de- 
tained in London by the illness of Mrs. Hoffman. The follow- 
ing is an extract from one of his recent letters : 


“Last evening I had the happiness of attending the halt-yearly meet- 
ing of the ‘ United Brethren’s Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel 
among the Heathen.’ Interesting letters were read from Labrador and 
Greenland. 

‘¢ Their little vessel, the ‘ Harmony,’ has recently returned from Labra- 
dor, haying thus completed her 90th voyage. She was out in the fearful 
gale of October 25th, when so many vessels were lost, but this little vessel 
was preserved in safety. 


LETTER FROM THE REY. G. W. GIBSON. 
Monrovia, Oct. 25, 1859. 
Dear Siiee ke the brig “‘ Palmas” is expected to leave here in a few 
days’ time for Baltimore, I improve the opportunity of sending you a few 


58 Africa. 


lines. We have been daily expecting the arrival of the “ Benson,” hoping 
thereby to receive advices from you with reference to the Church ; but, as 
yet, she has not made her appearance, 

Rey. Mr. Messenger and lady, who are with us, on a tour in pursuit of 
health, are very much improved in that respect. Ie hopes to be able to 
return to his station by an early opportunity. If any friends of the Mis- 
sion wish at any time to extend their benevolence to the poor of this town 
and parish, in the shape of clothing, &c., they can do so, by forwarding 
them to the Female Benevolent Society of Trinity Church, where they will 
be gladly received and distributed to the best advantage. This institution 
was formed on the day of the laying the corner stone of this church. The 
objects of which are to look after the poor, administer to their wants, visit 
the sick, distribute apparel, tracts, and to endeavor to extend in every pro- 
per way, the influence of the Protestant Episcopal Church. I therefore 
take great pleasure in recommending the Institution to;all who are in- 
terested in our operations here, and the extension of the Church in 
Liberia. I remain, yours in the Gospel. 


JOURNAL OF REV. J..RAMBO. 
Care PALMAS. 


July 2d—Have just returned from Cavalla, where the last of our 
school examinations closed yesterday. I attended those at Rocktown, 
Orphan Asylum, Hoffman Station, Spring Hill, and Mount Vaughan 
Schools, as well as those at Cavalla. They generally passed off satis- 
~ factorily. Most of the native, as well as the colonist pupils, have made 
most decided improvement in their studies. 

July 6th—Have been quite unwell for some days, but was well enough 
to return to Rocktown to-day, but had to leave Mrs. Rambo at the Asylum. 
Her health three weeks ago was in a most precarious state. For two or 
three days her life was well nigh despaired of, but now, though weak, she 
is much better, thank God. Indeed, the health of several of our mission- 
aries has suffered much during the past siz weeks. The hard rains and 
heavy “salt winds” have made the season unusually unhealthy. I trust 
the days now coming on may prove more healthy. Our invalids are all 
getting better. A part of our duty here is to learn to suffer. But if 
Jesus is with each of us, of a truth this is not a hard duty. ‘He tempers 
the wind to the shorn lamb.” “ As thy day is, so shall thy strength be,” 
is comfort enough. 


THE TWO SACRAMENTS—A PLEASANT DAY. 
Sunday, July 10¢h—In the Chapel, at 11 o’clock, at my Station, (Rock- 
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town) baptized Joseph Russell, one of our scholars, aged about 13 years. 
He has for some time been serious, and under special inkimnetiona I 
trust he is truly a child of God. 

The communion was administered this afternoon, when Russell, Louns- 
bery, (baptized last month.) and Waterbury, (who for some time has been 
to sea,) were admitted to the table. It was a pleasant and refreshing 
season. 

July 13th—Was made happy by finding Mrs. Rambo this afternoon was 
strong enough to return with me to Rocktown. She has been absent 
more than three weeks, on account of extreme sickness. She has borne 
the fatigue very well. 


BUSY SEASON—CONGREGATIONS SMALL. 


Sunday, July 17th—Preached morning, afternoon and evening as usual. 
The second time in a larger village. Congregations are very small. 
Nearly all the people are on their farms—some driving birds away—a few 
have begun to cut their rice. 

July 22d—Mr. and Mrs. Messenger have been with us a few days. Mr. 
Messenger and I walked this afternoon to Middletown, about one mile and 
a half distant. Here we both talked to about twenty attentive heathens, 
gathered from the two villages. 

Sunday, July 24th—Three services as usual. Brother Messenger 
preached in the morning, and I in a large village, and in the Chapel in the 
evening, Very few people in attendance. 


COMMUNION AT FISHTOWN. 


July 27th—Went and preached at Fishtown to a few people, and 
administered the communion to five members. As I returned home 
preached to a few persons in Middletown. 

August 3d—After preaching against greegrees this afternoon in Middle- 
town, I went without let or hindrance into several of the houses, to take 
away their greegrees. Found only two, which I carried away——no one 
interrupting me. I trust these foolish charms will soon be given up 
forever. 

PRESIDENT BENSON—CONVOCATION—SASSA WOOD. 

August 10th—The President of Liberia has been at and near Cape 
Palmas for a few days. He came to Rocktown to visit the natives to-day. 
He was cordially received by them. He, with some fifty other Liberians, 
spent most of the day with the people, talking former ‘ palavers’’ between 
them and other tribes. The natives made a great day of it—flags were 
flying in the large towns, and guns were fired by hundreds. The Presi- 
dent and several of his officers dined with us at the Mission House, 
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August 12th—The Convocation (tri-annual) met here this morning. The 
sermon was preached by Rev. Mr. Jones (native deacon) from Acts ix, 39. 
The sermon was an excellent one, and most appropriate. Tbe number of 
visitors from other stations was small, and but few natives from town 
were present. : 

In the evening the Missionary Meeting was held, when four clergymen, 
and some twelve catechists and teachers, read reports, and several made 
addresses. It was a pleasant meeting, and lasted three hours. 

Sunday, August 14th—A number of visitors at the Convocation left 
yesterday, after hearing a sermon at 11 o’clock from Brother Hoffman. A 
social meeting was held also last evening, and three services were held 
to-day. I preached at 11 o'clock, Mr. Hubbard at5 P.M. The com- 
munion was administered also at this hour to some twenty persons. 
This closed the interesting services of the Convocation. 

Just as we were about to sit down to breakfast this morning, a mes- 
senger from a headman arrived to inform me that several persons were 
about to drink sassa-wood about a mile off. After a hasty breakfast, 
several of us started for the place named, but we were too late. Four 
persons had drank it. One woman was still drinking some. I dashed 
the bow! from her hand, to prevent her drinking so much; but several 
declared that there was less danger in much than in the little she had 
drank. J also turned over the mortar which contained the poison. Many 
of the crowd were excited against me, but none dared to use violence. I 
returned home with my friends. The interference may have saved the 
woman’s life. This one lived, whilst one of the others died soon after. 

After special conversation with ‘‘ Trust Money,’’ a very sick man, I bap- 
tized him in a native hut this afternoon. He has for some time been an 
inqutrer—and I believe him to be a sincere Christian. He seems near 
death. 


LETTERS—A CHANGE CONTEMPLATED. 


August 16th—Letters reached us to-day, via England, six weeks old. 
Tiow pleasant to hear monthly from loved ones. They brought pleasant 
news. 

The same messenger from the Cape brings us a note from Mr. Hoffman, 
to say that he is decided to leave with his family in the steamer, a month 
hence, taking the route via England. He wishes Mrs. Rambo and myself 
to go and take charge of the Asylum, and that I should succeed him as 
Rector of St. Mark’s and St. James’ Churches at the Cape. 

August 20:h—Several of us brethren, after a conference at Cape Palmas, 
have agreed with Mr. Hoffman’s plans. I remove my family at once to 
the Asylum; Rev. Mr. Hubbard takes my place at Rocktown, and Rev. Mr. 
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Messenger takes full charge of the Cavalla Station. Brother Hoffman’s 
health, as well as that of his wife, has for some time been delicate. They 
have suffered so much of late, that I believe the contemplated visit to his 
native land necessary, We all, indecd, agree in this opinion. We shall 
greatly miss the presence and counsel of our valued and beloved brother. 
May God take care of him and his, and return them to their work again in 
health. 

September 1st—Mrs. Rambo and I this day assume the housekeeping of 
the Asylum. We have been very busy removing to this place during ten 
days past. Nearly all our goods, furniture, &c., were brought along the 
beach, on the heads of natives. We had been only three months settled 
at Rocktown, baying remoyed all our goods and chattels up there the 
middle of May. Now all the work and perplexity has to be passed 
through again in this trying climate. Such is Africa—such the changing, 
unsettled character of our missionary life. But as God wills it, we, 
who are but instruments in his hands, should calmly acquiesce in the 
providence. 

Learned a few days ago that “ Trust Money” had died a week ago, 
calmly and peacefully, at Fishtown. Ie is the convert I lately baptized 
in a hut at Rocktown. The native teacher read the funeral service over 
his grave, in the presence of a large number of natives. A coffin was 
made for him, and he received, in all respects, a Christian burial. 


THE GOSPEL ON THE BANKS OF THE NIGER. 


A new volume, entitled “ The Gospel_on the Banks of the Nile,” has 
recently been published by the Church Missionary Society. It relates the 
proceedings of the native Missionaries accompanying the Niger expedition 
of 1857-59, and the formation of Mission stations along the banks of the 
great river. New tribes have thus been entered upon, and to the energetic 
prosecution of Missionary efforts among them, so far as, in the providence 
of God, the door continues open, the Society stands pledged. 

The Ibos, whose country lies immediately above the delta, first claimed 
attention. On previous expeditions they had attracted our notice, and 
promises had been made, that on the first opportunity they should be pro- 
vided with a Missionary. The time had at length arrived for the fulfilment 
of these promises, and the town of Onitsha was selected. On the appear- 
ance of two great ships, with white men on board, who had never been seen 
in their country before, the natives were alarmed, and prepared themselyes 
for self-defence; but the landing of our native Missionaries soon restored 
confidence, and friendly intercourse ensued. An interview with the king 
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followed, and the Rev. J. C. Taylor, of Ibo parentage, was presented 
to him as the Missionary who was to remain with them. A few days more, 
and the steamer left for the Confluence. 


REFLECTIONS OF THE NATIVE MISSIONARY. 


“T am nowleft alone to dwell in{the midst of heathens who are deeply 
sunk in idolatry. Omy God, shield, comfort, and support me! I know 
that Thou hast promised to be with thy servants always, even unto the 
end of the world. Help me to be faithful, and to preach nothing ‘save 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified,’ and to point to the heathen and say, 
‘ Behold, behold the way toGod!’’ Such were the reflections of our 
native Missionary as his Christian friends parted from him; and the de- 
tails of his journal during a twelvemonth’s residence among the people of 
Onitsha prove that his prayers were not unanswered, and that he was not 
disappointed in the humble confidence he had expressed of Divine sup- 
port. 

The population of Onitsha is estimated at not less than 13,000. “The 
' peculiarity of their houses, built in, and covered by, bushes, except the 
front passage out, very much conceals them.’”’ Amongst these people the 
work of Christian instruction commenced. “I preached in the open air 
from 2 Cor. x., 14, the latter part, ‘We are come as far as to you also in 
preaching the Gospel of Christ.’ His Majesty, King Akazua, and his ' 
captains and chiefs, were present. There were present from 500 to 600 
souls, all of whom behaved well, but the children laughed when we knelt 
down to pray. The conduct of the adults, on this occasion, was as orderly 
_ ag any one could wish, and they seemed much pleased with the attention 
given to their immortal interests.’’ The great corrective of human sin and 
misery was much needed. Proofs of this soon appeared in the sanguinary 
feuds and wars existing between the different Ibo towns, the Onitsha peo- 
ple, in consequence of their quarrelsome disposition, being almost reduced 
to a state of isolation, in the revengeful spirit which prevailed. To these 
exhibitions of the depravity of the human heart may be added one more, 
the offering of human sacrifice. One of these victims is thus dessribed: 
“A poor young woman, about nineteen or twenty years of age, with her 
hands tied behind her back, and her legs fastened together with a rope, 
decorated with young palm-leayes. In this position she was drawn, with 
her face to the earth, from the king’s house to the river, a distance of two 
miles... .. The young woman was dying through the suffocation of dust 
and sand in the streets. ‘The motley groups who attended her premature 
uneral cried, as they drew along the unfortunate creature, victimized for 
the sins of their land, “Aro, ye! Aro! Aro!’ 7. e. *Wickedness, wicked- 
ness!’ , . . . The pretended sacrifice was intended to take away the ini- 
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quities of the land. The body was dragged in a merciless manner, as if 
the weight of all their wickedness was thus carried away, while the life 
was still beating in the palpitating bosom of that unfortunate girl... . 

IT heard also that there was a man killed, as a sacrifice for the sins of the 
king. he body of the latter I did not see.” 


INTERESTING FEATURE. 


One of the most interesting features in the details of Missionary labor, 
is the interest excited in the interior towns by the wide-spread report of 
Christian Missionaries of their own race, being located on the Niger’s 
banks. “ Two men from Inzi, a town lying in the northeast direction 
from Onitsha, paid me a long visit. I asked them whether they heard of 
us in the interior. They replied in the affirmative. I give it in their own 
words: ‘The news of white men reached us from far, just like fire raging 
along.’ I told them of our object, and pointed to them the British love 
towards poor degraded Africa. Moreover, I impressed upon them that I 
am unable to thank the English for their promptitude, their fostering care, 
their undeviating kindness exercised towards the oppressed African race, 
in their restoration to the Jand which gave them birth. ‘They heard me 
with astonishment. We produced ourselves as living witnesses of Chris- 
tian philanthropy. Ah! ray most sanguine expectations never presented 
to me scenes like this. May the Lord reward the British nation for their 
kindness. The fruit of their labor is seen in every opening flower in 
Africa, now scattering its fragrance all around.” 

Again—“ Two men and a woman came from Ibeaku and paid me a 
visit. This isa country in the interior, lying northeast of Onitsha, abou’ 
three days’ journey as my informant gave me to understand; but I could 
not credit it, for what they calculated as three days with them, is a day 
and a half with us. I was much struck with the dress which the woman 
had on; it was a sort of country cloth, deeply dyed with camwood, two 
broad plates made of brass as leg rings, and her hands strung with ivory 
as white as snow. ... They gazed on us with astonishment, until one 
gave yent to his feelings, and said, ‘ My father never saw what I have seen 
to-day; truly peace shall be established between us and the Ibo country, 
Oh, if my father had been alive he would have sent for you.’ The next 
day being Lord’s-day, divine service was held in the open air. Deep at- 
tention was paid to the word of life. The people seemed to hang on our 
lips, and suck out the word of the living truth, and some of them even 
heaved the sigh of grateful feeling, saying, True, their fathers saw not such 
a glorious day. The Ibeaku strangers were especially moved. Hager with 
curiosity they asked, ‘ Which way did the book you held yesterday come 
from? did it drop directly from the clouds? Ah! plenty of words you 
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said, just_as if you had been in my country and seen the people there; 
that’s why you are Beke, why you are a spirit.’” 

The Missionaries now began to move about. ‘I took Simon Jonas 
with me to Oko. Several of the headmen and I entered into conversation. 
I asked them whether they would like to have a person as teacher, to settle 
among them, and to teach them white men’s fashion. They told me they 
had heard what I was doing at Onitsha, and they should like me to come 
and do the same to them. I promised them that, by and by, they should 
have some one whose lot should be, in the providence of God, to reside, 
among them. This place contains more than 10,000 inhabitants, for 
which three Missionaries and catechists would do very well for the pres- 
ent.”’ 


THE KING DANCED FOR JOY. 


The next place visited was Nsube, about thirty miles from Onitsha. 
“ The king being filled with joy, and being overwhelmed with it, could not 
suppress his spirit. He rose and daneed before us, and said, he thanked 
God he saw what his forefathers had not seen. They had long heard of 
Oibo, but to-day they were satisfied with what they had seen. I preached 
at Upper Nsube, from Luke xix., 9, ‘ This day is salvation come into this 
house,’ to more than 600 people in the open air. Having given notice 
that I should preach at Lower Nsube, I returned, after a three hours’ 
visit. ‘The distance between the two places could not be less than two 
miles. King Ofere called his people together by the sound of his large 
drum. In not more than half an hour there were not fewer than between 
700 or $00 present, and I preached from Rom.1i,11, and explained to 
' them the unparalleled love of God to mankind. They repeated the Lord’s 
prayer in the Lbo tongue very nicely. Here I saw several persons from 
places in the interior, such as Umu-Ehi, Ibeaku, Omo, Inam, Obunike, 
Nando, Oka, Umu-Aturu, and Nteja. Iam glad that some of them were 
here; they would carry home to their respective places what they saw and 
heard”... . ‘I had often read the promise, ‘Ethiopia shall soon 
streteh out her hands unto God,’ with deep interest, but not until this day 
did I feel its force, when there sat before me a congregation of pure 
Africans, who had met together to worship the God of the universe. 
Here, for the first time, the joyful news of salvation was announced, and 
the people seemed to enjoy it.” ... 


APPEALS FOR HELP. 


We cannot be surprised that, in the contemplation of these new and 
encouraging openings, our Missionary breaks forth into longings for help, 
and into earnest appeals to those Africans, either in Sierra Leone or else- 
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Where, who have enjoyed the privileges of Christian instruction and civili- 


zation, to come over and help. ’ 
- shen Ethiopia must hear the untold mysteries of the Gospel, by whom 
ust they hear them? It cannot be otherwise but by her own sons and 
daughters. There is no cause to fear in the Ibo district; the people are 
Teady to receive the Gospel from the mouth of their own children. Ye en- 
lightened sons of Africa, that are inured to the climate, will you leave the 
26,000 inhabitants of Nsube to perish for lack of the bread of life? Ye . 
css of Africa in general, whether born at Sierra Leone or in the West 
Indies, here are tracks marked out for your usefulness. Though these 
people are only just emerging out of darkness, yet they can value the 
Gospel of Jesus, and do manifest as much attention and respect to us 
while preaching as you could desire. Had you beheld our assembly, I am 
sure your heart would have leaped for joy, and your hands would have been 
strengthened in the good work of the Lord. Certainly you would have 
beheld, seated on the fine sandy ground, the mother with her sable children 
around her, the aged and infirm, listening with breathless attention while 
the mercy and grace of a crucified Saviour was set before them. To-day, 
for the first time, the rocks, hills, and'valleys, became vocal with the praises 
of Jehovah, the Sovereign God. If there be African blood in you, and if 
you wish to ameliorate your countrymen, seek that divine grace which is 
in Christ; learn of Him, as He labored for his countrymen and for our re- 
demption. Spend and be spent for Him, as He has done for you. Come 
and rank yourselves in this glorious enterprise, for the wolf shall dwell 
with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf 
and the young lion, and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead 
them. Hail, beautiful countries! may you soon resound with the name of 
Jesus! There is much in the signs of the times to make us believe that 
the set time to favor Central Africa is come, and the rapid development 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom is near. Cherish your hope of evangelizing 
and civilizing your race.” 

Such is the appeal of the Niger Missionary to his brethren elsewhere in 
more favored circumstances than the, rude and yet docile tribes among 
whom he had found himself, And we rejoice to say it has not been wholly 
in vain. From Sierra Leone there has been a response. The following 
communication, addressed to the Parent Committee by liberated Africans 
of the Ibo nation and their descendants, will speak for itself— 


* 
RESPONSE FROM NATIVES OF THE NIGER VALLEY LIVING AT SIERRA 
LEONE. 
‘¢We, among whom are chiefly to be found those who are natives of 


Onitsha and the adjacent parts of the Tho country bordering upon the 
3 
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Niger, and their descendants, beg most respectfully to tender our sincere 
and heartfelt thanks at the movement which Providence has caused your 
Society to make in establishing a Mission on the banks of the great Niger. 

“ While we could not but, as Christians, glory in the success which 
has attended the labors of your Society in the Yoruba country, yet our 
hearts have been still more cheered from the fact that Christianity has 
begun to dawn in our native land. 

“ We look with eagerness for the arrival of our respected friend, the Rev. 
J. CO. Taylor. We wish him God speed in the work in which he has la- 
bored, and to which we trust he will soon return; and, asa slight evidence 
of the deep sense of gratitude we feel towards your Society, which, under 
the hands of Providence, has been instrumental in spreading the glad 
tidings of the Gospel to the brethren of Africa, we have collected, by sub- 
scription £54 6s. 3$d., which we respectfully place at the disposal of 
your Committee, to be appropriated in any manner you may consider 
most advantageous towards the promotion of the Niger Mission. 

«We have been encouraged in presenting you with this trifle by the fact, 
that in the establishment of such an infant Mission there would necessarily 
be many objects of an insignificant nature, to which it might still be usefully 
applied; and we trust that there never will be wanting here many sons of 
Africa, both young and old, blessed with the privilege of Christianity and 
civilization, who will be ready and willing to go forth, sacrificing all objects 
of a pecuniary nature, cheerfully to accept the repeated cries of their fellow 
brethren and kinsmen, ‘ Come over and help us.’ ” 


AN EXPRESSION OF THANKS. 


’ We thank our Christian friends in Sierra Leone for this expression of 
their sympathy. We regard the contribution which they have forwarded 
as the first fruits of an incoming harvest, not of money, so much as of 
faithful men, constrained by the love of Christ, and offering themselves 
willingly to the work of the great harvest-field. The population of Sierra 
Leone is singularly constituted. Numerous are the tribes and nations 
which have their representatives among the mingled people who, under 
the British flag, have found a refuge from the slave-dealer. And as, in the 
providence of God, the door of opportunity opens, and a way is presented 
for the introduction of the Gospel into some new region, we trust that the 
consanguineous clement in Sierra Leone will never hesitate to take prompt 
action. 

Sierra Leone occupies a grand central position. May its Christianity 
prove to be vigorous, and equal, to the emergency !—Church Missionary 
Intelligencer. 
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SCENES OF EVERY DAY LIFE IN AFRICA. 


Tue above is the title of an interesting volume recently pub- 
lished by Miss Harriette G. Brittan, formerly?connected with 
our African Mission. We have not had time to do more than 
glance at its contents, but gladly give place to the following 
extracts, more particularly with a view to calling attention to 
the-book. The publishers are Messrs. Pudney & Russell, 79 
John street, New-York. 


“‘ Communion.—Sunday—a lovely day; a true Sabbath of rest. I can 
from my heart say, ‘Thine earthly Sahbaths, Lord, I love.’ The Bishop 
had the usual services this morning, in Grebo, In the afternoon we had 
communion. We have not had it before since I have been at Cavalla, on 
account of the Bishop’s absence, Mr. Jones being only in deacon’s orders. 
The communion service is in the afternoon, which makes it just the hour 
on which it is celebrated, on the same day, at home—the first Sunday of 
the month. It is very pleasant to feel that our loved ones, far, far away, 
are at the same time joining with us in ‘keeping the feast.’ May it notbe 
long before we shall know that all we love are ‘compassing God’s altar.’ 
There are here about ninety natives, who are communicants. ‘They come 
from the neighboring towns. Their deportment is very serious and devo- 
tional. The Bishop has translated the communion service into Grebo, but 
it is not yet quite ready for use. The Bishop made an address, in English, 
which Mr. Jones translated into Grebo ; and never did the words of the 
ninety-fifth hymn sound so appropriate : 

* And are we now brought near to God, 
Who once at distance stood?’ 

& What intense satisfaction it gave to look at that congregation, from 
among the heathen. Pray that God may pour forth his Spirit here, and that 
these may be ‘ living epistles known and read of all men.’ How constant- 
ly we need to watch against the devices of Satan, who seeks occasion to 
tempt us in our holiest moments ; how we need to have every thought and 
every act washed in the blood of atonement. While kneeling at the chan- 
cel, to-day, a poor old native woman knelt beside me, and the thought came 
up that, probably, in the sight of our heavenly Father, she was far the most 
acceptable, as she certainly had made far better use of her privileges than I 
had of mine. See how hard it is to root out of the mind the idea of merit, 
forgetting that if we both had on the wedding garment, faith in the Redeem- 
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er’s righteousness, ourselves were entirely covered, and we were accepted 
through him alone. After service, I was in my room with Lucie (one of 
our elder girls, a communicant), speaking with her of this wedding gar- 
ment, when we were startled by loud shrieks and screams. On looking 
out, we saw a woman running swiftly along, tossing her arms about in the 
wildest manner, and uttering such fearful cries. Upon inquiry, we found 
that two of her children were just dead—poisoned! Christians, I leave it 
with you to say who were the murderers. An American vessel was here, 
a few weeks since, and sold to these natives a hogshead of rum, since 
which time our congregations have been very much smaller ; and on visit- 
ing at the towns, it is hard to gain attention to our message. Rum} rum! 
has besotted the minds of the people. ‘Shall not God arise to judgment 
for this? Oh! it is a fearful crime for so-called Christians to hinder thus 
the work of the missionary. They tell us here, that no vessel can trade on 
the coast to advantage, without rum; and that those who have it make 
rapid fortunes. Think of ship-owners and captains confessing boldly such 
deeds, that they have to debase and degrade the poor natives, to intoxicate 
them before they can cheat them, or make them sell their commodities at 
half their value. ‘The little vessel we came out in, carried no rum, and 
the captain was told he would never succeed. So far,-he has done well. 
God grant him success, that others may have courage to follow in the same 
path. But to return to my mardered children. ‘Their mother and father 
had a rum-bottle, which the children often saw them partake of, and appear 
much to enjoy. This morning, after taking some, they put the bottle away 
in the chest, but forgot to lock it; and then went off to their farm, leaving 
- these children athome. They got at the bottle, finished its contents, and, 
on the parents’ return, were found dead, with the bottle beside them. This 
may, perhaps, be for the good of the community, as they have a great hor- 
ror of death. They would never believe before, that rum is a poison ; 
now they will see its poisonous effects. 


Lirr.—This country teems with life; almost every night we have fresh 
swarms of some new species of insect, attracted by the light. The little 
red ants are in myriads, being over everything ; and at night, we have a 
species of winged ant, that is very annoying. Then, our spiders are im- 
mense. I have seen them with a body as large as a twenty-five-cent piece ; 
they are very ugly. Then, we have quantities of lizards, of all sizes, play- 
ing about. Some of them are very large, of a most beautiful blue color, 
excepting the head, which is a bright red, giving them a very singular ap- 
pearance. 


Missionary Mrrrinc.—We have a missionary meeting once a month, 
whep the Bishop reads to us any intelligence received from other parts of 
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the world. To-night, he read'to us a short account of the glorious work 
going on in New-Zealand—“ Nations being born ina day.’ Then Mr. 
Williams gave us a beautiful address on Hzekiel’s vision. I cannot help 
constantly admiring the oneness of feeling prevailing here in the different 
branches of the vine. Christ’s prayer seems answered, “Oh! Father, that 
they may be one, as we are one.”? And to Christians at home, missionaries 
would constantly present the request, “ Brethren, pray for us!” Yes, all 
who love the Lord Jesus Christ, uphold them by your prayers; pray, that 
they may teach Christ, by their holy lives as well as by their doctrines, 
and that, from their conduct, men may take knowledge of them, that they 
have been with Jesus. Again, I would urge, pray for them. 


MISSIONS IN INDIA. 


Eixrract from a recent number of the Church Missionary 


Record. 


The extraordinary and terrible events of 1857 appear likely to inau- 
gurate a new era in connection with Christian Missions in India. The 
attention that has been called to the subject, before too much disregarded 
by people in general, both in India and in England; the evident bearing of 
the spread of Christianity upon the safety and happiness, if not the very 

* continuance of Europeans in the land; the evident regard shown by na- 
tives, in many places, to the Missionaries above every other European: 
the now palpable fact, that there are many native Christians in the 
country; the general excellent conduct of those Christians all through the 
late fearful struggle ; and the desire on the part of Government officers 
and others to obtain native Christians for offices and employments which 
it is felt, cannot be so safely intrusted to any others of the native popula- 
tion; these, with other circumstances, have combined to give Christian 
Missions a new status in public estimation, and a new footing in the land 
different from what they held before. 

With regard, also, to the native population, and its state of feeling, we 
think it is beginning to appear, that the position of Missions is being 
altered, and that for the better. It is true, that in some places there has 
been manifested, more plainly than ever, a great deal of animosity and 
bitterness against Huropeans and their religion, as belonging to them; and 
in a few, but only a few instances, Missionaries, when out preaching, have 
met with an amount of rudeness and violence not usual of late years; yet, 
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notwithstanding this, it is the judgment of persons well acquainted with 
the native character and feelings, that the present excited and embittered 
state of mind will gradually subside ; and, in the meantime, the respect 
of the more reflecting natives for Missionaries, for Missions, and for Christi- 
anity itself, is certainly on the increase. ~ 

The people are too keen-sighted not to have perceived that the Mission- 
ary is their friend, sincere and disinterested, however little disposed they 
may still be to accept all that his friendship offers them; and this personal 
feeling of confidence and regard extends itself insensibly to his principles, 
the religion he preaches, and even, in a measure, to the country to which 
he belongs. 

It is certain, that, in many places, attention and deference have been 
shown to Missionaries and Catetchists in their preaching, and appearances 
of increasing inquiry have shown themselves ; Christian books have been 
received, and even purchased, by the people, to a greater extent than was 
usual before the late troubles. This may, perhaps, be traced to various 
causes: it is our own concern to record the fact with thankfulness and with 
hope. 
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